DRAFT AGENDA
SOCIAL EMPOWERMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR

Development aid alone will not enough to bridge the gap between the rich and the poor in developing
countries. Globally, foreign aid and investments amount to over $1.4 trillion annually, and yet the
Sustainable Development Goals are still facing a funding gap of $2.5 trillion. Going forward will require a
massive injection of capital that the already struggling taxpayer is unlikely willing to shoulder.
Such a funding shortfall can only be sustainably met by the private sector.
We will be looking at the different ways in which the private sector and the financial markets can play a role
in sustainable development and will explore CTI Africa’s experience with innovative tools empowering local
communities and driving change through public-private partnerships in developing countries.
As the largest development donor in the world, responsible for 65% of the world development aid annually,
the European Union is standing at the intersection between public agencies, government partners,
international banks, investment funds and private companies willing to invest sustainably in developing
countries.
If we are serious about making a difference on a global scale; if the SDGs are to prove anything more than
comforting rhetoric; if we mean to offer the billion people still living in abject poverty the dignity of work for
a living wage, then we must seize the opportunity before us.
Event starting at 10 am in room A1H1, European Parliament
10:00 am Opening remarks - Syed Kamal MEP, Chairman ECR Group
10:10 am Video message - Nirj Deva MEP, Vice-President Development Committee
10:15 am Keynote Speech - Michael Landau, Chairman CTI Africa
10:35 am Interventions (5 min each):


San Bilal, Senior Executive, ECDPM



Idit Miller, VP and Managing Director, EMRC



Kasia Hanula Bobbitt, Head of Policy and Advocacy, Concord Europe



Denis Haveaux, Director, Red Cross EU Office



HE Mirjam Blaak Sow, Ambassador for Uganda to the Kingdom of Belgium, the
Netherlands, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and the European Union

11:00 am Q&A
11:45 am Concluding remarks - Dr Roberto Ridolfi, Director, Directorate C3 Planet and Prosperity
12:00 pm Networking lunch

