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Since its inception in 2002, the African Union (AU) has launched a number of governance instruments and has created institutions to support their implementation. The AU also put emphasis on the need to coordinate the work of AU governance institutions at all levels (from local to continental) and to create an integrated approach to governance. Such coordination process is foreseen to take place within the framework of the so-called African Governance Architecture (AGA).

2009 has been an active year for the consolidation of the AGA. In March 2009, the AUC organised a multi-stakeholder meeting in Yaoundé in order to discuss the basic premises of the Architecture as well as the modalities for its operationalisation.
  The meeting focused in particular on the need to create a so-called African Governance Platform, as a component of the AGA, the role of which would be to strengthen dialogue, coordination and harmonisation of activities between existing governance decision-making organs and structures. The Governance Platform should ensure that Africa speaks with one voice during discussions with partners, including the EU within the context of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy.
Most recently, in December 2009 in Nairobi, the AUC held a second meeting on the AGA with African institutional actors with a mandate to work on governance, including representatives from AU Organs, Regional Economic Communities (RECs) as well as AU Member States and discussed how, in very practical terms, to create the basis for elaborating, consolidating and implementing a common vision and the objectives of the AGA.
  

The Nairobi meeting reinforced the conclusions of Yaoundé and agreed on a consultation process, to be led by the AUC, in order to come to a consensus document guiding the operationalisation of the AGA. 

In the course of 2010, the Governance Programme of ECDPM, in conjunction with its African counterpart, the African Governance Institute (IAG) in Dakar, will continue its engagement with the AUC on this timely process. 

� See for instance Chapter 5 of the AU Charter on Democracy, Elections and Good Governance; AUC Strategic Plan 2009-2012. 


� The report is available on � HYPERLINK "http://www.africa-union.org/root/au/Conferences/2009/march/pa/political%20affairs%20AGENDA%20MULTI%20STAKE%20hOLDERS%209%20TO%2011%20MARCH%202009%20%282%29.doc" ��http://www.africa-union.org/root/au/Conferences/2009/march/pa/political%20affairs%20AGENDA%20MULTI%20STAKE%20hOLDERS%209%20TO%2011%20MARCH%202009%20%282%29.doc� 


� The report is available on � HYPERLINK "http://drop.io/melissajulian3/asset/african-governance-architecture-au-stakeholders-mtg-rpt-10-121002-doc" ��http://drop.io/melissajulian3/asset/african-governance-architecture-au-stakeholders-mtg-rpt-10-121002-doc� 
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