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As the African Union (AU) and the European 
Union (EU) prepare to meet in Luanda on 24-
25 November 2025, it is time to reflect on 
what this 25-year partnership has meant, 
what it means today and how it can evolve in 
a meaningful way in a drastically different 
geopolitical context. 

The AU-EU partnership has transitioned trom 
a largely development-focused relationship 
to a broader politica! and strategie dialogue. 
Vet, despite this growing agenda, the 
partnership continues to wrestle with familiar 
challenges: asymmetries in power and 
perception, uneven implementation, and the 
persistent gap between politica! declarations 
and operational delivery. These difficulties 
are further intensified by a constantly 
changing geopolitical landscape that the 
two continents must navigate. 

This compendium brings together a set of 
thematic analyses that seek to inform the 
debate in the run-up to the summit. ECDPM 
experts provide their perspective on the key 
issues shaping the partnership today 

• 25 years of AU-EU partnership: lt is time
to move beyond 'dysfunctional summitry',
with more proactive African input and a
less dominant EU.

• Migration and mobility: Moving away
trom crisis mode, migration should
become a normal, depoliticised part of
the partnership's economie and social
architecture.

• lnvestment and the post-Global
Gateway agenda: Failing to address the

link between debt and investment will

only undermine the AU-EU partnership

and its credibility.

• Strategie minerals: Both continents must
invest together in skills and infrastructure
to maximise the value of Africa's
resources.

• Peace and security cooperation: The
partnership needs a reset that centres
shared responsibility and stronger African
leadership in global peace and security.

• Multiannual Financial Framework: Both
partners must shift trom transactional
deals towards a long-term agenda that
matches Europe's strategie interest with
Africa's transformation goals.

• Digital partnership: The summit is a
crucial venue for Africa and Europe to
position themselves as joint leaders in a
human-centred digital future.

• Health in Africa: A resilient health
partnership, linked to the AU-EU
innovation agenda, means investing in
local manufacturing, people and new
financing tools.
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